Researching Your Target

In the Power Up campaign, you'll be targeting your Senator or Representative, and calling on them to transform America to a new energy economy. It’s important to start planning your campaign by doing some research to figure out where your Congressional target stands on these issues. 

Here's an outline and some resources to get you started.

· For members of Congress who are supportive, we'll be encouraging them to become champions, taking a leadership role on this issue and making it a top priority. 

· Those who are swing votes we'll persuade and pressure to vote the right way on all the key clean energy economy legislation this year. 

· And with members of Congress who are unlikely to be with us, we'll create public accountability around their votes against job creation and for polluters, aiming to weaken their opposition in the future.

It’s important to find a way to organize your research and set up some online documents so that you can share them with your Council core members.  You can use Google Documents to share a word document or spreadsheet with your fellow Council members.  Talk to your Regional Coordinator or Field Organizer to help you set this up.  You can go to docs.google.com to set up your own document and share it with others. 

Background and biographical information

· Biography (their background, where are they from, their political base of support, their opposition)

· Committee/subcommittee assignments and leadership roles

· Election record (when they were last elected, margin of victory, presidential margin in their district, when they're up for re-election, their election prospects)

· Issue group scores (e.g. LCV, AFL-CIO) and National Journal rankings

· Who endorsed them in their last campaign?

· Resources:

· Target's official website

· Wikipedia

· Almanac of American Politics (organizers have subscription access and can share content but not the login info)

· Cook Political Report (organizers have subscription access and can share content but not the login info)

· ProgressivePunch.org

· Issue group websites: http://www.aflcio.org/issues/legislativealert/votes/index.cfm http://lcv.org/scorecard/ 

· National Journal: http://www.nationaljournal.com/voteratings/pdf/08housecomplete.pdf http://www.nationaljournal.com/voteratings/pdf/08sencomplete.pdf 

Issue positions: the economy, jobs, energy, and climate

· What public statements have they made on these issues

· Key votes, bills cosponsored, or "dear colleague" letters signed. Examples include:

· Green Jobs Act: House http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2007/roll832.xml 

· Environmental votes listed in the LCV scorecard http://www.lcv.org/2008-pdf.pdf such as the Senate Climate Security Act and Senate clean energy tax credits (votes 1-3) and House clean energy tax credits (votes 1-3)

· American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (stimulus): http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2009/roll046.xml
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=111&session=1&vote=00061 

· Resources:

· Target's official and campaign websites

· Local newspaper websites

· Thomas (http://thomas.loc.gov) for votes & cosponsorships.

Campaign contributions

· What industries and companies are their biggest contributors?

· How much money have they raised from oil & gas companies? Coal companies? Electric utilities?

· Resources:

· www.opensecrets.org
Word on the street

· What do locally knowledgeable political observers you know say about where they're at on these issues?

· What do allied groups (e.g. Apollo Alliance affiliates, local green jobs programs, labor union locals, environmental groups, etc.) and local experts tell you?

From the target's office

· Call the target's district office and ask them for any statements the member of Congress has made on these issues that aren't on their website, or ask any other questions you'd like to know.

