TIPS FOR SHADOWING

Quick background on the status of key energy legislation:

· Representatives Waxman & Markey introduced the American Clean Energy and Security (or ACES) bill in the House of Representatives. The Waxman-Markey clean energy jobs bill is an important step forward in the fight for a new energy economy. We support the bill and will work to strengthen it as it moves through Congress, to make sure it's putting us on track for 5 million good, green jobs and 100% clean electricity in 10 years. 

· Right now, Representatives who sit on the House Energy & Commerce  committee are debating how strong ACES will be when it comes to a full committee and House vote.

· The Senate has yet to take up its version of the legislation though a Senate committee is debating some more narrowly focused energy bills. 

Shadowing tips:  

· Identify public appearances. The Senator (or Representative) website will probably have public appearances, but check daily, since some things are last minute.   Monitor talk radio shows they may be on, or ask politically connected friends to help find your representative.

· Plan to show up at events at least 15 minutes early. There are different systems for public participation. Sometimes you have to sign in, and you want to make sure you get a chance to speak.  Once you get there, ask how you sign up to ask a question.

· Know your question in advance. A good basic question would be: 

I’m worried about ________________________________(jobs, oil wars, climate change).  The Waxman/Markey American Clean Energy and Security bill will help America regain our position as an innovator in the world, help us create green jobs, and help solve the climate crisis.  Can I count on you to support the strongest possible version of this legislation, or a similarly strong Senate bill?

If you want to go further, you can: 

· Check your representative’s voting record & praise them or hold them accountable for their past votes.  

· Ask your Representative if they will commit to strengthen and then support the ACES bill.

· Ask your Senator if they will commit to support strong energy legislation that is at least as strong as the ACES bill.

· If your Representative is on the House Energy & Commerce committee ask them what they will do to create the strongest possible bill.

(You can learn who’s on the committee here: http://energycommerce.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=24&Itemid=53)

